
D r ug cour ts f i r st  began  as a 
col labor at ive p roblem -solv ing ef for t  to 
address defendan t chal lenges around 
substance use. O ver  t im e, thei r  
popular i ty  has soared as they?ve gained 
w idespread recogn i t ion  as a t r eatm en t 
cour t  m odel  that  ef fect ively  helps 
ind iv iduals avoid  f ur ther  involvem en t 
w i th  the cr im inal  just ice system . By 
of fer ing an  ach ievable al ter nat ive to 
p rosecut ion , stud ies dem onstr ate that  
d r ug cour ts successfu l ly  help  to reduce 
substance use and recid iv ism .    

M iam i -D ade Coun ty is the locat ion  of  
the nat ion?s f i r st  d r ug cour t , wh ich  was 
noth ing shor t  of  r evolu t ionar y when  
launched in  1989. Con t inu ing in  i ts 
role as a leader, M iam i  i s also one of  
the f i r st  com m un i t ies in  the coun tr y  to 
in tegr ate dom est ic v iolence cases 
w i th in  thei r  d r ug cour t  m odel . Judge 
Am y Kar an  and Judge Car rol l  Kel ly  
and thei r  p lann ing team  bel ieved that 
th rough  carefu l  p lann ing, jud icial  
t r ain ing, and the im p lem en tat ion  of  
ev idence-based best p r act ices, the 
super v ised treatm en t of  under ly ing 
substance abuse issues cou ld  also 
reduce recid iv ism  in  dom est ic 
v iolence cases.

H ow  D oes I t  W or k ?                                   
T he D om est ic Violence D r ug Cour t  
d i rect ly  m on i tor s the com pl iance of  
dom est ic v iolence of fender s who are 

ordered to com plete substance abuse 
treatm en t. I ts com prehensive 
approach  hand les refer r als f r om  both  
cr im inal  and civ i l  cases. D efendan ts 
are cour t  ordered to com plete the dr ug 
cour t  p rogr am  as a cond i t ion  of  
p robat ion  or  th rough  a p retr ial  
d iver sion  p rogr am  in  m isdem eanor  
dom est ic v iolence cases. I n  p retr ial  
d iver sion , the defendan t agrees to 
en ter  the DV D r ug Cour t  p rogr am ; 
once the defendan t successfu l ly  
com pletes t reatm en t, thei r  case is 
d ism issed.    

Judge D onald  Cannava, who p resides 
over  the DV D r ug Cour t  docket, 
exp lains the value of  th is p rogr am  in  
cr im inal  cases, ?T he vast m ajor i ty  of  
m isdem eanor  dom est ic v iolence cases 
involve som e sor t  of  substance abuse 
and/ or  m en tal  heal th  i ssue, so i f  we 
can  in ter ject  the cour t  system  to assist  
an  ind iv idual  in  ach iev ing stabi l i ty, 
then  we?re look ing at  a reduct ion  of  
v iolence.?   

Add i t ional ly, r esponden ts m ay be 
ordered to com plete the p rogr am  in  a 
civ i l  in junct ion  order  (i .e. a restr ain ing 
order ) in  a civ i l  dom est ic v iolence case.  
Sanct ion ing is a cr i t i cal  com ponen t: i f  
the responden t f ai ls to com ply, then  
they m ay be held  in  con tem pt or  even  
sen t to jai l .    
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WELCOME
  BY LIBERTY ALDRICH

D om est ic v iolence of ten  in ter sects 
w i th  a host of  var y ing legal  and social  
i ssues, som e of  wh ich  m ay benef i t  
f r om  tar geted treatm en t. Substance 
abuse is one of  those issues. 
Unaddressed, the use of  d r ugs and 
alcohol  can  lead to heigh tened 
v iolence by of fender s as wel l  as 
h inder  sur v ivor  capaci ty  to m ake safe 
choices.

I n  th is i ssue, you'l l  r ead about 
str ategies to help  t r eat  and 
though tfu l ly  m anage substance abuse 
in  dom est ic v iolence cases. You'l l  also 
lear n  about how our  techn ical  
assistance par tner s and other  OVW  
gr an tees approach  add i t ional  
chal lenges  by em phasizing 
com m un i ty -bu i ld ing and ongoing 
col labor at ion .

As always, i f  you'd  l i ke to share 
feedback or  a stor y  about your  own  
com m un i ty, feel  f r ee to reach  out to 
us at  dv in fo@cour t innovat ion .or g. 

L iber ty  A ld r i ch                                   
M anaging Director                               
Center for Court Innovation
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Miami's  dynamic  appr oach  t o  substance  abuse  in  
domest ic  v iol ence  cases
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I n  O ctober  of  20 17, I nsp i re Act ion  for  
Social  Change was awarded fund ing to 
p rov ide tar geted assistance to Just ice 
For  Fam i l ies Gr an tees w i th  a v isi tat ion  
p rogr am  com ponen t. O ne core 
com ponen t of  the award  is to create 
cohor ts of  gr an tees to help  f aci l i tate 
peer- to-peer  suppor t  and lear n ing. 
For  m any year s, gr an tees have 
descr ibed feel ing isolated  in  thei r  
wor k and a desi re to have m ore 
oppor tun i t ies to connect and networ k 
w i th  other  p rogr am s around the 
coun tr y. T he creat ion  of  peer  cohor ts 
i s designed to m eet that  need as wel l  
as str ive to create a m ovem en t of  
super v ised v isi tat ion  p rogr am s 
wor k ing to suppor t  both  the safety  
and heal ing of  f am i l ies who are 
exper iencing dom est ic v iolence.  

Peer  cohor ts are or gan ized by 
geogr aph ic region  w i th  the hope of  
creat ing a networ k of  p rogr am s in  
close p rox im i ty  to each  other  that  w i l l  
enable p rogr am s to con t inue to 
connect w i th  each  other  in  an  ongoing 
way. To launch  the cohor t  wor k each  
gr an tee com m un i ty  was given  the 
oppor tun i ty  to par t i cipate in  a cohor t  
based two-day in tensive, hands-on  
Super v ised Visi tat ion  Im m er sion  
Tr ain ing fol lowed by a f u l l  day 
peer- to-peer  cohor t  m eet ing. 
O ngoing cohor t  connect ion  w i l l  
con t inue w i th  regu lar  v ideo 
con ference cohor t  cal ls and the use of  
an  on l ine networ k ing p lat for m  that 
al lows gr an tees to com m un icate w i th  
each  other , share resources and 
p roblem -solve issues that ar ise. 

An  add i t ional  special i zed  lear n ing 
com m un i ty  cohor t  has also been  
or gan ized to br ing together  gr an tees 
f rom  around the coun tr y  who were 
in terested  in  rol l ing up  thei r  sleeves to 
take a deep d ive in to an  em er ging 
issue im pact ing v isi tat ion  p rogr am s. 
T he L ear n ing Com m un i ty  Cohor t  
selected  the issue of  vi ct im  paren ts as 
the v isi t ing paren t to exp lore. I n  thei r  
exp lor at ion  they w i l l  talk to sur v ivor s, 
thei r  staf f  and com m un i ty  par tner s as 
wel l  as exam ine pol icies that  suppor t  
thei r  wor k w i th  v ict im s as the v isi t ing 
paren t. At  the end of  thei r  exp lor at ion  
I nsp i re Act ion  staf f  w i l l  suppor t  the 

developm en t of  a tool  to give 
gu idance and suppor t  to the lar ger  
f ield  as wel l  as key system  par tner s.  

H ere is what we have heard  f rom  a 
few gr an tees about thei r  new cohor t  
exper ience: 

"I  was very pleased with the cohort 
experience. T he cohort work will offer the 
opportunity to network frequently with 
other providers and assist in shaping this 
very important work.? ~ Kelley Beckett 
from the Buckeye Ranch in Colum bus, 
O H  

 "Our learning cohort experience was 
special. I t reminded me that I 'm not alone 
in trying to help families in need through 
supervised visitations and exchanges. I  
saw so much passion, empathy, experience, 
and knowledge in my fellow team members 
that it gives me great confidence in the 
work we are doing. I  am excited to 
continue our networking and see what we 
can all develop together to contribute to 
our field nationally." ~ Sheila M orris, 
CVIC in Grand Forks, ND  

T he v ision  for  the cohor t  wor k is to 
inst i l l  the bel ief  that  we al l  have gi f ts 
to br ing to our  wor k and both  
gr an tees and TA prov ider s p lay the 
in terchangeable role of  teacher  and 
lear ner . T he cohor ts str ive to create 
t r ust  and connect ion  wh ich  helps to 
f aci l i tate the type of  conver sat ions 
and cr i t i cal  th ink ing necessar y to 
address the com pl icated  nature of  
super v ised v isi tat ion .  

Creat ing a connect ion  between  
gr an tees is power fu l  and im por tan t to 
the f ield  of  super v ised v isi tat ion . Too 
of ten  v isi tat ion  p rogr am s and staf f  are 
isolated  and receive l i t t le to no 
suppor t . I nsp i re Act ion  str ives to 
in ject  love, com passion , and a strong 
desi re to keep  push ing ind iv iduals and 
com m un i t ies to do better  in  
deconstr uct ing str uctures that 
per petuate v iolence against  wom en  
and ch i ld ren  as a str ategy for  both  
ind iv idual  and social  change.

Inspire Action for Social Change provides 
support, leadership, and technical 
assistance to those working to end violence 
against women and children. Learn more 
at www.inspireactionforsocialchange.org.

SUPERVISED  VISITATION  COHORTS:                                                                                                                                
CREATING  CHANGE  THROUGH  PEER- TO- PEER  SUPPORT
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RECENT  PUBLICATIONS

Fin an ci al  I n secu r i ty  an d  D om est i c 
V i o len ce: A Con ver sat i on  abou t  
Ch i l d  Su p p or t  

For  sur v ivor s of  dom est ic v iolence, 
f inancial  insecur i ty  i s of ten  a huge 
p roblem  bar r ier  towards gain ing 
independence. I n  th is N ew T h ink ing 
podcast, M ichael  H ayes f rom  the 
O f f i ce of  Ch i ld  Suppor t  En forcem en t 
and Kr ista D el  Gal lo f r om  the Texas 
Counci l  on  Fam i ly  Violence talk w i th  
Rober t  V. W olf  about str ategies that  
states and the feder al  gover nm en t are 
p rom ot ing to help  sur v ivor s safely  
access ch i ld  suppor t . 

Un i f or m  Ch i l d  Cu stody Ju r i sd i ct i on  
an d  En f or cem en t Act : Gu i de f or  
Cou r t  Per son n el  an d  Ju dges

D eveloped by the L egal  Resource 
Cen ter  on  Violence Against  W om en , 
the N at ional  Cen ter  on  State Cour ts, 
and the N at ional  Counci l  of  Juven i le 
and Fam i ly  Cour t  Judges, th is gu ide 
helps to deter m ine whether  a cour t  
has jur isd ict ion  to en ter  or  m od i f y  a 
ch i ld  custody order  in  in ter state 
cases, as wel l  as to under stand the 
responsibi l i ty  to en force order s f r om  
other  ju r isd ict ions.

W in n ebago Cou n ty  D om est i c 
V i o len ce Coor d i n ated  Cou r ts: 
W or k i n g w i th  th e Com m u n i ty  to 
Add r ess Fam i ly  V i o len ce 

Based in  Rockford , I l l i nois, the 
W innebago Coun ty D om est ic 
Violence Coord inated  Cour ts sets a 
nat ional  exam ple for  respond ing to 
dom est ic v iolence. I n t im ate-par tner  
cr im inal  cases are heard  in  one 
cour troom , civ i l  cases in  another . 
O n -si te v ict im  advocacy, open  
com m un icat ion  am ong the cour t  and 
com m un i ty  agencies, and other  
innovat ive p r act ices are key to the 
success of  the cour t .  

Listen Here

Watch Here

Read the Report

https://www.courtinnovation.org/publications/financial-insecurity-and-domestic-violence-conversation-about-child-support
https://www.courtinnovation.org/publications/financial-insecurity-and-domestic-violence-conversation-about-child-support
https://www.courtinnovation.org/publications/financial-insecurity-and-domestic-violence-conversation-about-child-support
https://www.courtinnovation.org/publications/financial-insecurity-and-domestic-violence-conversation-about-child-support
https://www.courtinnovation.org/publications/financial-insecurity-and-domestic-violence-conversation-about-child-support
https://www.courtinnovation.org/publications/financial-insecurity-and-domestic-violence-conversation-about-child-support
https://www.courtinnovation.org/publications/financial-insecurity-and-domestic-violence-conversation-about-child-support
https://www.courtinnovation.org/publications/financial-insecurity-and-domestic-violence-conversation-about-child-support
https://www.courtinnovation.org/publications/financial-insecurity-and-domestic-violence-conversation-about-child-support
https://www.courtinnovation.org/publications/financial-insecurity-and-domestic-violence-conversation-about-child-support
https://www.courtinnovation.org/publications?keys=&aof=All&program=&field_publication_type_target_id%5B205%5D=205
https://www.courtinnovation.org/publications?keys=&aof=All&program=&field_publication_type_target_id%5B205%5D=205
https://www.courtinnovation.org/sites/default/files/attachments/page/Winnebago_County_Fact_Sheet_final.pdf
https://www.courtinnovation.org/sites/default/files/attachments/page/Winnebago_County_Fact_Sheet_final.pdf
https://www.courtinnovation.org/sites/default/files/attachments/page/Winnebago_County_Fact_Sheet_final.pdf
https://www.courtinnovation.org/sites/default/files/attachments/page/Winnebago_County_Fact_Sheet_final.pdf
https://www.courtinnovation.org/sites/default/files/attachments/page/Winnebago_County_Fact_Sheet_final.pdf
https://www.courtinnovation.org/sites/default/files/attachments/page/Winnebago_County_Fact_Sheet_final.pdf
https://www.courtinnovation.org/publications/financial-insecurity-and-domestic-violence-conversation-about-child-support
https://www.courtinnovation.org/publications/financial-insecurity-and-domestic-violence-conversation-about-child-support
https://www.courtinnovation.org/publications/winnebago-county-domestic-violence-coordinated-courts-working-community-address-family
https://www.courtinnovation.org/publications/winnebago-county-domestic-violence-coordinated-courts-working-community-address-family
http://www.ncjfcj.org/sites/default/files/UCCJEA_Guide_Court_Personnel_Judges_Final.pdf
http://www.ncjfcj.org/sites/default/files/UCCJEA_Guide_Court_Personnel_Judges_Final.pdf
http://www.ncjfcj.org/sites/default/files/UCCJEA_Guide_Court_Personnel_Judges_Final.pdf


j ust ice  f or   famil ies        -         Technical  Assistance  Bul l et in            -          Summer   2018         -         Page  3

I n  cr im inal  cases, the v ict im  approves 
a p lea of fer  af ter  con fer r ing w i th  
p rosecut ion , creat ing space for  v ict im s 
to be involved in  the p rocess and 
express thei r  concer ns. O f ten  v ict im s 
wan t the defendan t to get help . N ot 
on ly  does the DV D r ug Cour t  p rov ide 
that help  and faci l i tate greater  v ict im  
safety, the State also ensures zero 
toler ance for  v iolat ions and add i t ional  
v iolence.    

Str ategi es to Redu ce Su bstan ce Use 

T he DV D r ug Cour t  em phasizes the 
sign i f i cance of  com pl iance th rough  
carefu l  m on i tor ing of  par t i cipan ts and 
refer r al  to com m un i ty -based 
resources. As par t  of  the p rogr am , 
of fender s m ay be subject  to a var iety  
of  com pl iance and treatm en t 
str ategies. O ne m ethod involves 
r andom  dr ug test ing: par t i cipan ts 
receive one of  two color s, and each  day 
they cal l  the cour t  and f ind  out i f  thei r  
color  was selected . I f  so, the par t i cipan t 
m ust repor t  for  d r ug test ing that day ?  
wh ich  is f r ee at  the cour thouse but 
costs fees at  other  locat ions. Because 
the color  select ion  is r andom , a 
par t i cipan t m ay be subject  to a dr ug 
test  sever al  days in  a row, wh ich  is 
cr ucial  to m ain tain ing an  ongoing 
sense of  accoun tabi l i ty. 

Par t i cipan ts are also grouped in to two 
types of  substance abuse treatm en t: 
r egu lar  r i sk and h igh  r i sk . T hese 
categor ies are deter m ined by the 
judge?s exper t i se and recogn i t ion  of  
r i sk f actor s, as wel l  as input f r om  
add i t ional  p rofessional  evaluat ions. 
H igh  r i sk par t i cipan ts are refer red  to 
m ore in tensive outpat ien t  t r eatm en t 
and even  residen t ial  t r eatm en t, i f  
avai lable.   

Add i t ional ly, the Advocate Progr am  
helps m anage com pl iance at  the cour t  
wh i le assist ing of fender s by 
coord inat ing ser v ices. T he p rogr am  
receives dr ug test  r esu l ts, psych iatr i c 
and psychological  evaluat ions to check 
for  co-occur r ing issues, and evaluates 
at t i tudes and behavior  towards staf f  
and class in  t r eatm en t p rogr am s, as 
wel l  as w i l l ingness to par t i cipate.   

T he ph i losophy beh ind  the DV D r ug 
Cour t  doesn?t cen ter  on  pun ish ing 
of fender s: Judge Cannava uses 
rewarded sanct ion ing to encour age 

par t i cipan ts along thei r  jour ney to 
reduce substance use.  I f  a par t i cipan t 
i s clean  af ter  n inety  days in  the 
p rogr am , they are no longer  subject  to 
r andom  dr ug tests, m ake less f requen t 
appear ances in  cour t  w i th  less f requen t 
test ing, and, per haps m ost 
sign i f i can t ly, jo in  in  a for m al  
gr aduat ion  cerem ony.   

H owever, of fender s who fai l  to com ply 
r un  the r i sk of  sanct ions, wh ich  
include m ore f requen t appear ances in  
cour t , si t t ing and obser v ing cour t  al l  
day, w r i t ing essays, and com m un i ty  
ser v ice hour s. T he u l t im ate sanct ion , 
jai l  t im e, i s used spar ingly  but rem ains 
an  essen t ial  possible outcom e to 
em phasize the ser iousness of  
com pl iance. T he DV D r ug Cour t  
r ecogn izes that an  ind iv idual  w i th  
add ict ion  w i l l  have a m ore chal lenging 
t im e ach iev ing accoun tabi l i ty  than  
som eone who uses dr ugs occasional ly  
and then  behaves v iolen t ly.   

Ch al l en ges an d  Su ccess Stor i es 

Judge Cannava hear s rough ly  150  cases 
ever y Fr iday, when  the docket i s held . 
O ne of  the m ost im por tan t par ts of  h is 
job involves develop ing relat ionsh ips 
w i th  the peop le com ing th rough  the 
cour t . H e exp lains, ?You need 
accoun tabi l i ty  on  both  sides, to the 
judge and to the defendan ts and 
responden ts com ing to cour t  ?  there 
can?t be inconsistency in  what the 
judge al lows or  i t  sends the wrong 
m essage.?   

H owever, staf f  tu r nover  i s a real i ty  that  
m any com m un i t ies f ace and can  m ake 
any cour t  p roject  lose m om en tum . 
T he DV D r ug Cour t  p r ior i t i zes the 
p resence of  a ded icated  judge as wel l  

as t r ain ing add i t ional  judges in  a 
sim i lar  ph i losophy to m ain tain  
stabi l i ty  in  the case of  vacat ions, t im e 
away f rom  the bench , and 
reassignm en t.   

Fund ing is also an  of t - ci ted  chal lenge 
for  m any cour t-based p rojects. 
M iam i -D ade has found success so f ar  
in  f ind ing local  f und ing sources for  
som e com ponen ts of  the cour t , l i ke 
the State?s Attor ney?s O f f i ce- funded 
Advocate Progr am . Judge Cannava is 
hop ing the success of  the cour t  w i l l  
help  ensure i ts sustainabi l i ty. ?W e?ve 
had en t i r e f am i l ies in  cour t  who wan t 
to see the of fender  succeed. T hey can  
par t i cipate in  m on i tor ing p rogress and 
an  ind iv idual  can  real ly  have the l igh t  
com e back.?    

M iam i -D ade?s DV D r ug Cour t  
con t inues to have p lans for  f u ture 
im provem en t. Cur ren t ly, the cour t  i s 
par t i cipat ing in  a data col lect ing 
p roject  for  cr im inal  cases to t r ack r ates 
of  r ecid iv ism  and f ind  oppor tun i t ies to 
expand the p rogr am . Another  goal  
involves greater  col labor at ion  w i th  the 
m ed ical  f ield , wh ich  p rescr ibes to 
defendan ts and responden ts in  the 
p rogr am . W h i le DV D r ug Cour t  was 
created th rough  a col labor at ive 
p rocess between  sever al  agencies, 
includ ing the State Attor ney?s O f f i ce, 
the Publ ic D efender ?s O f f i ce, the Cler k 
of  Cour t  and the Adm in istr at ive O f f i ce 
of  the Cour ts, there are always 
add i t ional  stakeholder s avai lable to 
of fer  insigh t to foster  ongoing success.   

O ther  com m un i t ies in terested  in  
sim i lar  t r eatm en t cour ts can  check out 
resources developed by the N at ional  
Associat ion  of  D r ug Cour t  
Professionals, as wel l  as th ink about 
who can  par t i cipate in  the p rocess. 
M ost im por tan t ly, p lanner s should  
recogn ize the im pact of  substance 
abuse in  dom est ic v iolence cases. To 
ef fect ively  t r eat  of fender s, d r ug cour ts 
need to look at  t r eatm en t op t ions 
th rough  a t r aum a- in for m ed lens. As 
Judge Cannava states, ?T he br ain  is 
incred ibly  resi l ien t , but  i t  needs 
oppor tun i ty  to recover.?  

M iami-Dade County Domestic Violence 
Court was awarded an OVW M entor Court 
grant in 2017. To learn more about 
Tucson''s work, read their fact sheet here.

Miami- Dade's  Domest ic  v iol ence   Dr ug  Cour t ,  Cont .

"If   we  can   int er j ect  t he  
cour t   syst em  t o assist   

an   indiv idual   in 
achiev ing   stabil it y, 

t hen  we?r e  l ooking  at   a  
r educt ion   of  v iol ence.?"

https://www.courtinnovation.org/publications/domestic-violence-mentor-court-fact-sheet-miami-dade-county-florida


I n  the f ield  of  in t im ate par tner  
v iolence, substance abuse is of ten  
v iewed and categor ized as an  issue 
af fect ing abusive par tner s. W h i le the 
use of  d r ugs and alcohol  i s a lead ing 
r i sk f actor  in  p red ict ing the f u ture 
l i kel ihood of  f ur ther  v iolence and 
lethal i ty  towards v ict im s[1], i t  i s also a 
publ ic heal th  m atter  that  af fects a w ide 
r ange of  ind iv iduals. M any sur v ivor s 
of  dom est ic v iolence also f ace 
chal lenges sur round ing the add ict ion  
and har m fu l  consum ption  of  
substances. I n  f act , wom en  who have 
exper ienced dom est ic v iolence are 
seven ty percen t m ore l i kely  to d r ink 
heavi ly  com pared to wom en  who have 
not.[2] Accord ing to the N at ional  
Resource Cen ter , up  to hal f  of  al l  
fem ale sur v ivor s are deal ing w i th  a 
substance abuse issue, and f i f ty  to 
n inety -n ine percen t of  
substance-abusing wom en  have been  
v ict im ized.[3]    

T he cor relat ion  between  dom est ic 
v iolence and substance abuse ind icates 
that these two m atter s should  not be 
addressed separ ately. T he p resence of  
dom est ic v iolence under m ines a 
sur v ivor ?s capaci ty  to decrease thei r  
usage of  substances. M oreover, 
sur v ivor s who use substances m ay be 
at  an  increased r isk for  v ict im izat ion  
due to inh ibi ted  capaci ty  to recogn ize 
and respond to war n ing signs.[4]   

For  substance abuse p rov ider s, leav ing 
an  ind iv idual?s t r aum a unaddressed 
can  decrease the l i kel ihood of  
recover y. For  dom est ic v iolence 
agencies, inadequately  addressing 
substance abuse can  in ter fere w i th  
thei r  p rogr am ?s ef fect iveness and 

safety  p lann ing.[5] Com m un i t ies can  
p r ior i t i ze f am i ly  safety  by 
em phasizing the hol ist i c needs of  
ind iv iduals. Just ice system  
stakeholder s involved in  dom est ic 
v iolence cases should  consider  the l ink 
between  tr aum a and substance abuse 
wh i le develop ing pol icies and 
p rogr am s to keep  sur v ivor s safe f r om  
har m .    

Consider  im p lem en t ing the fol low ing 
p r act ices to ensure your  cour t  or  
agency m ain tains a hol ist i c response:  

1. I nclude a for m al  screen ing for       
substance abuse in  the in take 
p rocess. W hen  screen ing for  
substance abuse, ensure the 
sur v ivor  about con f iden t ial i ty  and 
that any substance abuse issues w i l l  
not  af fect  thei r  abi l i ty  to receive 
ser v ices. [6]  M oreover, consider       
screen ing for  add i t ional  f actor s 
that  m ay exacer bate substance 
dependency. 

2.M ain tain  an  onsi te refer r al  system . 
Be aware of  t r eatm en t op t ions in       
the com m un i ty. 

3.D evelop  cross- tr ain ing between       
dom est ic v iolence advocates and 
at tor neys, substance abuse 
p rogr am s, and other  just ice system  
stakeholder s. Cross- tr ain ing w i l l  
not  on ly  increase awareness of  the 
l ink between  both  issues but w i l l  
p rov ide an  oppor tun i ty  for  
ongoing col labor at ion  and 
d ialogue. Par t i cipan ts w i l l  be      
able to see f i r st-hand wh ich  
substance abuse treatm en t 
p rogr am s of fer  the best 
psychological  and physical  safety  
for  sur v ivor s. Close col labor at ions      

between  ser v ice p rov ider s can  also 
decrease the r i sk of  t r aum at izat ion       
that  occur s w i th in  a d iv ided social  
ser v ice system .[7] T h rough  a 
coord inated  com m un i ty  response, 
the jour ney to recover y m ay feel       
less daun t ing for  sur v ivor s.[8] 

4.Suppor t  dom est ic v iolence      
sur v ivor s str uggl ing w i th  substance 
abuse. Relapse can  be incred ibly       
d isem power ing for  sur v ivor s. 
Stakeholder s can  address and 
m in im ize sel f -blam e associated  
w i th  use and relapse, as wel l  as 
foster  a sense of   suppor t  th rough  
m en tor ing p rogr am s that connect 
sur v ivor s who have m ain tained 
sobr iety  w i th  those in  ear l ier / m ore 
vu lner able states. 

5. I nclude p lans for  con t inued      
sobr iety  in  a safety  p lan .  D evelop  
resources and l ink to agencies that 
help  sur v ivor s under stand the role      
substance abuse p lays in  the 
abusive relat ionsh ip , and how thei r  
abuser  m ay tr y  to under m ine thei r  
sobr iety  once the sur v ivor  ex i ts the 
p rogr am .   

T he m ost ef fect ive approach  to 
t r eatm en t i s one that addresses the 
com plex needs of  sur v ivor s. An  
in tegr ated  approach  to in t im ate 
par tner  v iolence and substance 
abuse? one that m ain tains a constan t 
awareness of  how they wor k in  tandem  
and rein force each  other? is a 
p rom ising m ethod to f aci l i tate safety  
and sobr iety.  

Lynexa Owens served as a legal intern for 
the Center for Court Innovation and is 
currently a student at Boston University 
School of Law.
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SPOTLIGHT:  TUCSON  CITY  COURT
T u cson  Ci ty  Cou r t?s D om est i c 
V i o len ce M en tor  Cou r t  Con t i n u es 
O u tr each  

O ver  the past sever al  year s, Tucson  
Ci ty  Cour t?s D om est ic Violence Cour t  
has wor ked w i th  par tner s Em er ge! 
Cen ter  Against  D om est ic Abuse and 
Com m un i ty  O utreach  Progr am  for  the 
D eaf  (CO PD) to p rov ide educat ion  and 
outreach  to the D eaf  com m un i ty  in  
the area of  dom est ic v iolence. Em er ge! 
has im proved thei r  access and ser v ices 
for  D eaf  v ict im s, CO PD  has im proved 
thei r  staf f ?s educat ion  in  the area of  
dom est ic v iolence, and the Cour t  has 
p rov ided tr ain ings, has col labor ated  
w i th  both  par tner s and has m ade the 
cour thouse m ore accessible. 

Febr uar y 2, 20 18, the Cour t  wor ked 
w i th  Em er ge!, CO PD, the Tucson  
Pol ice D epar tm en t and the Ci ty  
Prosecutor s and Publ ic D efender s 
of f i ce to host CO PS, CO URT S, and 
CO FFEE-  an  outreach  for  the D eaf  
com m un i ty. I n  our  wor k w i th  the D eaf  
com m un i ty, we soon  lear ned that the 
f i r st  r esponder s were sett ing the tone-  
of ten  there are not in ter p reter s 
avai lable, of ten  the v ict im  is D eaf  and 
the per petr ator  i s not, and thus he 
tends to con trol  the d i rect ion  of  the 
conver sat ions. I n  order  for  D eaf  
v ict im s to feel  safe enough  to involve 

the system , they need to feel  safe 
cal l ing the pol ice-  other w ise the 
per petr ator s are never  ar rested  and the 
case never  m akes i t  in to the cour t  
system , where we now have tr ained 
cour t  staf f  and v ict im  advocates 
avai lable.   

T he Tucson  Pol ice D epar tm en t?s 
Special  V ict im s sect ion  was com pletely  
responsive af ter  hear ing the Cour t?s 
p roposal  and they wor ked hard  to p lan  
the even t w i th  the Cour t . T he pol ice 
depar tm en t and the cour t  p rov ided 
doughnuts and cof fee for  the even t, 
and Em er ge! helped to p rov ide a v ideo 
com pi lat ion  to be p layed that even ing. 
T he v ideos consisted  of  DV educat ion  
v ideos f rom  the D eaf H ope 
or gan izat ion , scenar ios of  encoun ter s 
between  D eaf  ci t i zens and pol ice 
of f i cer s, and v ideos m ade by the 
par tner s about the ser v ices avai lable to 
D eaf  v ict im s in  our  com m un i ty.  

W e had m ore than  10 0  peop le com e 
by ! T he pol ice of f i cer s were ver y 
popular , especial ly  two of  the of f i cer s 
who spoke a l i t t le ASL .  O ur  publ ic 
defender s and p rosecutor s answered 
quest ions and spoke to publ ic 
m em ber s also, as d id  the Judge and 
our  p rotect ive order  staf f  per son , 
CO PD  and Em er ge!  

I t  was a great exam ple of  Tucson  ci ty  
depar tm en ts wor k ing together  to 
connect w i th  our  com m un i ty  and 
increase access to the Just ice system  
for  under-ser ved ind iv iduals.  

Tucson  Ci ty  Cour t  was awarded an  
OVW  M en tor  Cour t  gr an t in  20 17 for  
dem onstr ated  leader sh ip  in  the f ield  
of  dom est ic v iolence. To lear n  m ore 
about Tucson 's wor k , r ead thei r  f act  
sheet here.

   

  THE  CENTER  FOR  COURT  INNOVATION

A non -prof i t  or gan izat ion , the Cen ter  
for  Cour t  I nnovat ion  helps the just ice 
system  aid  v ict im s, reduce cr im e, 
and im prove publ ic t r ust  in  just ice. 
W i th  suppor t  f r om  the O f f i ce on  
Violence Against  W om en , the Cen ter  
p rov ides a var iety  of  ser v ices f ree of  
char ge, includ ing on -si te suppor t , 
si te v isi ts to com m un i t ies, 
peer- to-peer  con tacts, and p lann ing 
m ater ials. T he Cen ter  also develops 
publ icat ions and in ter net m ater ials 
on  issues sur round ing dom est ic 
v iolence.

T h is newslet ter  i s sponsored by  
Award  N o. 20 15-TA-AX-K0 23  
awarded by the O f f i ce on  Violence 
Against  W om en .  T he op in ions, 
f ind ings, or  conclusions in  th is 
docum en t are those of  the author s 
and do not necessar i ly  ref lect  the 
v iews of  the D epar tm en t of  Just ice. 

For  m ore in for m at ion  or  assistance, 
con tact  L iber ty  A ld r i ch  at   
ald r ich l@cour t innovat ion .or g. 

Publ ished by :                                           
Cen ter  f or  Cou r t  I n n ovat i on                     
520  Eigh th  Avenue, 18th  Floor                   
N ew Yor k , N ew Yor k 10 0 18. 
www.cour t innovat ion .or g

M embers of the Tucson Police Department, City Prosecutors, and Public Defenders 
Office, Emerge! and COPD participate in COPS, COURT S, and COFFEE on 
February 2, 2018.
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