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Tent Permit Submittal  
       Requirements 

 
                                                                                                                   Tucson Fire Department 

300 S. Fire Central Pl. 
Tucson, AZ. 85701 

(520) 791-4502 
_________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
When Required : Tents and membrane structures having an area in excess of 400 square 
feet (37 m2 ) shall not be erected, operated, or maintained for any purpose without first 
obtaining a permit and approval from the fire code official. 

Exceptions: 
 

1. Tents used exclusively for recreational camping purposes. 
 

2. Tents open on all sides that comply with all of the following: 
 
 2.1   Individual tents having a maximum size of 700 square feet (65 m2 ). 
 
 2.2   The aggregate area of multiple tents placed side by side without a fire break      
         clearance of 12 feet (3658 mm), not exceeding 700 square feet (65 m2 ) total. 
 
 2.3   A minimum clearance of 12 feet (3658 mm) to all structures and other tents. 
 

Use Period: Tents shall not be erected for a period of more than 180 days within a 12 month period. 
 
Submittals: 
 

• A site plan (with aerial view) including the following information shall be submitted: Tent(s) size, 
setbacks from all property lines, buildings, roadways, and other tents or membrane structures. 
Plans shall be drawn to scale, or dimensions shown. 
 

• A floor plan, including contents (stages, tables, seating lay-out, aisles, exit and extinguisher 
locations, etc.) shall be included when the calculated occupant load is 50 or more. 
 

• A drawing showing the locations of exits, exit signs, extinguishers, and NO SMOKING Signs. 
 

• All anchoring information shall be included with the submission (location and type of all 
anchors, including calcs. 

 
           NOTE: A copy of all manufacturers’ specifications shall be available on-site, if   
            requested by the Tucson Fire Department. 
 

• The areas shall be free of all dry vegetation and loose combustible materials to within 30 feet of 
the structure. (This includes all combustible trash material and combustible storage). 
 

• Tents, membrane materials, and decorations shall be flame-resistant. (A certificate or label of 
flame- resistance is required.) 

 
 



2 
Rev: 06.05.23 
 

 
 

Examples: 
 
 
 

Aerial View: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 
Rev: 06.05.23 
 

 
 
 
Anchoring, Signage, Extinguishers 
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Overall Site Layout (Large Events) 
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Interior Layout (When Required) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

• The areas shall be free of all dry vegetation and loose combustible materials to 
within 30 feet of the structure. (This includes all combustible trash material and 
combustible storage) 
 

• Adequate aisle spacing and access to properly marked exits shall be provided. 
All aisles shall be arranged in a straight line to exits and means of egress. 
 

• Tents, membrane materials, and decorations shall be flame-resistant. (A certificate or 
label of flame-resistance is required.) 
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