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This pocket guide illustrates how pedestrians and 
drivers can “Share the Road” legally and safely within 
Arizona.   
Please read through these safety tips to better  
understand the other person’s view of the road and to 
learn more about walking and driving safely in our great 
state. The more we understand each other’s needs, the 
better we can respect and cooperate with each other on 
the streets.
This third edition of the pedestrian and driver pocket 
guide is brought to you by the Arizona Department of 
Transportation Bicycle and Pedestrian Program and the 
Pima County Department of Transportation. 
© Copyright 2017. Produced by the Pima County 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Program, Matthew Zoll, 
Program Manager. 

Please refer to pages 33 through 40 for a listing of 
relevant Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) pertaining to 
pedestrian and driver rights and duties.

Tips for Sharing 
the Road Legally
and Safely
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Relevant Pedestrian Statutes
Arizona Revised Statutes as of January 2017

28-101. Definitions
“Pedestrian” means any person afoot. A person who 
uses an electric personal assistive mobility device or 
a manual or motorized wheelchair is considered a 
pedestrian unless the manual wheelchair qualifies as a 
bicycle. For the purposes of this paragraph, “motorized 
wheelchair” means a self-propelled wheelchair that is 
used by a person for mobility.

“Electric personal assistive mobility device” means  
a self-balancing two non-tandem wheeled device with  
an electric propulsion system that limits the maximum 
speed of the device to fifteen miles per hour or less  
and that is designed to transport only one person.

28-601. Definitions
“Crosswalk” means:
(a) That part of a roadway at an intersection included 

within the prolongations or connections of the lateral 
lines of the sidewalks on opposite sides of the 
highway measured from the curbs or, in absence of 
curbs, from the edges of the traversable roadway.

ARIZONA TRAFFIC LAWS 33



34 ARIZONA TRAFFIC LAWS

(b) Any portion of a roadway at an intersection or 
elsewhere that is distinctly indicated for pedestrian 
crossing by lines or other markings on the surface.

“Intersection” means the area embraced within the 
prolongation or connection of the lateral curb lines, or if 
none, the lateral boundary lines of the roadways of two 
highways that join one another at, or approximately at, 
right angles, or the area within which vehicles traveling 
on different highways joining at any other angle may 
come in conflict. If a highway includes two roadways 
thirty or more feet apart, each crossing of each roadway 
of the divided highway by an intersecting highway is a 
separate intersection. If the intersecting highway also 
includes two roadways thirty or more feet apart, each 
crossing of two roadways of the highways is a separate 
intersection.

“Motorized wheelchair” means any self-propelled 
wheelchair that is used by a person for mobility.

“Roadway” means that portion of a highway that is 
improved, designed or ordinarily used for vehicular 
travel, exclusive of the berm or shoulder. If a highway 
includes two or more separate roadways, roadway 
refers to any such roadway separately but not to all 
such roadways collectively.



“Sidewalk” means that portion of a street that is between 
the curb lines or the lateral lines of a roadway and the 
adjacent property lines and that is intended for the use 
of pedestrians.

“Traffic” means pedestrians, ridden or herded animals, 
vehicles and other conveyances either singly or together 
while using a highway for purposes of travel.

28-646. Pedestrian control signals; loitering  
prohibited 
(a) If special pedestrian control signals exhibiting the 

words “walk” or “don’t walk” are in place, the signals 
shall indicate as follows: 

1. Walk. Pedestrians facing the signal may  
proceed across the roadway in the direction  
of the signal and shall be given the right-of-way 
by the drivers of vehicles. 

2. Don’t walk. A pedestrian shall not start to cross 
the roadway in the direction of the signal, but a 
pedestrian who has partially completed crossing 
on the walk signal shall proceed to a sidewalk 
or safety island while the don’t walk signal is 
showing. 

(b) A pedestrian shall not loiter or unduly delay crossing 
the roadway after traffic has stopped to give the  
right-of-way.
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28-791. Pedestrians subject to traffic rules
(a) Pedestrians are subject to traffic control signals at 

intersections as provided in section 28-645 unless 
required by local ordinance to comply strictly with  
the signals. At all places other than intersections, 
pedestrians are accorded the privileges and are 
subject to the restrictions stated in this article.

(b) A local authority may require by ordinance that 
pedestrians strictly comply with the directions of 
an official traffic control signal and may prohibit by 
ordinance pedestrians from crossing a roadway in a 
business district or crossing a designated highway 
except in a crosswalk. 

28-792. Right-of-way at crosswalk
(a) Except as provided in section 28-793, subsection 

B, if traffic control signals are not in place or are not 
in operation, the driver of a vehicle shall yield the 
right-of-way, slowing down or stopping if need be in 
order to yield, to a pedestrian crossing the roadway 
within a crosswalk when the pedestrian is on the half 
of the roadway on which the vehicle is traveling or 
when the pedestrian is approaching so closely from 
the opposite half of the roadway as to be in danger. 
A pedestrian shall not suddenly leave any curb or 
other place of safety and walk or run into the path of 



a vehicle that is so close that it is impossible for the 
driver to yield.

(b) If a vehicle is stopped at a marked crosswalk or at 
an unmarked crosswalk at an intersection to permit 
a pedestrian to cross the roadway, the driver of 
another vehicle approaching from the rear shall not 
overtake and pass the stopped vehicle. 

28-793. Crossing at other than crosswalk
(a) A pedestrian crossing a roadway at any point  

other than within a marked crosswalk or within an   
unmarked crosswalk at an intersection shall yield   
the right-of-way to all vehicles on the roadway.

(b) A pedestrian crossing a roadway at a point where a 
pedestrian tunnel or overhead pedestrian crossing 
has been provided shall yield the right-of-way to all 
vehicles on the roadway.

(c) Between adjacent intersections at which traffic 
control signals are in operation, pedestrians shall  
not cross at any place except in a marked 
crosswalk. 
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28-794. Drivers to exercise due care

Notwithstanding the provisions of this chapter every 
driver of a vehicle shall:

1. Exercise due care to avoid colliding with any 
pedestrian on any roadway.

2. Give warning by sounding the horn when  
necessary.

3. Exercise proper precaution on observing a  
child or a confused or incapacitated person on 
a roadway. 

28-795. Pedestrians to use right half of crosswalk

Pedestrians shall move expeditiously, when practicable, 
on the right half of crosswalks. 

28-796. Pedestrian on roadways
(a) If sidewalks are provided, a pedestrian shall not 

walk along and on an adjacent roadway.
(b) If sidewalks are not provided, a pedestrian walking 

along and on a highway shall walk when practicable 
only on the left side of the roadway or its shoulder 
facing traffic that may approach from the opposite 
direction.

(c) A person shall not stand in a roadway for the purpose 
of soliciting a ride from the driver of a vehicle. 



28-856. Emerging from alley, driveway or building 
The driver of a vehicle emerging from an alley, driveway 
or building within a business or residence district shall: 

1. Stop the vehicle immediately before driving onto 
a sidewalk or onto the sidewalk area extending 
across any alleyway or private driveway. 

2. Yield the right-of-way to any pedestrian as  
necessary to avoid collision. 

3. On entering the roadway, yield the right-of-
way to all closely approaching vehicles on the 
roadway.

28-857. School bus signs; overtaking and passing 
school bus (excerpts)
A. On meeting or overtaking from either direction a 
school bus that has stopped on the highway, the driver 
of a vehicle on a highway shall:

1. Stop the vehicle before reaching the school 
bus, if the school bus is displaying the signal as 
provided in subsection D of this section and if 
alternately flashing lights are in use.

2. Not proceed until the school bus resumes 
motion or the signal and alternately flashing 
lights are no longer displayed.
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28-904. Driving on sidewalk 
(a) A person shall not drive a vehicle on a sidewalk area 

except on a permanent or duly authorized temporary 
driveway. 

(b) This section does not apply to a motorized wheelchair, 
electric personal assistive mobility device, authorized 
emergency vehicle, security vehicle owned by this 
state or small service vehicle owned by this state or a 
political subdivision of this state. 

28-908. Persons in wheelchairs or on electric  
personal assistive mobility devices  
A person operating a wheelchair or motorized 
wheelchair or an electric personal assistive mobility 
device has all of the rights and duties that are contained 
in this chapter and chapters 4 and 5 of this title and that 
are applicable to pedestrians except provisions that by  
their nature can have no application.



Report roadway maintenance needs on State 
highways to the appropriate ADOT District.
Contact information for each district is at: 

www.azdot.gov/business/district-contacts   
You can contact the ADOT Bicycle/Pedestrian 

Coordinator at: azbikeped@azdot.gov

Useful Contact Information

Notes and Numbers
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